
	 	

Taste New Zealand on a Chef-Guided Tour! 
 

Culinary Travels with Simon Webster & Christine Gardner  
 

Experience the cuisine, wine & amazing scenery of the Auckland region. 
	



 
 
 
 
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	

Day 1 – Arrive in Auckland 
 
Members of our group rendezvous at our hotel in Auckland. (Additional information regarding travel and airport 
transport will be given upon reservation. Transport from Auckland airport to hotel is provided. Transport from 
other locations can be arranged, but additional cost will be applied.) 
 
Upon arrival you will have time to relax at the hotel at get settled.  
 
For our evening meal, we will be visiting a nearby restaurant that was opened by a popular New Zealand chef, 
Simon Gault. He’s been on many cooking shows in New Zealand and actually used to cook with Chef Simon 
Webster back in his early days as a chef in Auckland. We’ll enjoy a multi-course tasting menu filled with authentic 
Kiwi specialties.  
	



	
	

	
	

	  

More Details about our hotel: 
 
Our home away from home is a five-star luxury boutique hotel located on the picturesque viaduct harbor. In the 
heart of Central Auckland, you’ll be steps away from international eateries, eclectic shopping, local culture and 
outdoor adventure.  
 
King and double rooms are available, and breakfast is included each day in one of the hotel restaurants. 
(Additional charges for room service, laundry, phone calls, minibar, tips, Wifi over 1GB and drinks/food ordered 
outside of designated group meals.) 
 
 

 

Everything about our villa is defined by classic Mediterranean beauty. The villa's interior design focuses on an 
elegant blend of complementary styles and decorative features, creating a sophisticated whole that is both 
contemporary and timeless. Built in the 1800s, care has been taken to update the villa with modern amenities, 
but still preserve the European aristocratic charm. 

Each room includes a private bathroom, Wi-Fi, hair dryers, toiletries, housekeeping and air conditioning.  

 



	
	
	 	

Day 2: 
 

96 percent of the New Zealand territory is underwater. It’s a land where just a few dots of green are surrounded 
by 4 million square kilometers of blue. Pristine and isolated, New Zealanders work hard to protect their prized 
natural resources. This makes New Zealand home to some of the world’s best seafood.  
 
Today we visit a seafood company that makes responsible harvesting, quality and sustainability its top priority. 
From sea to plate, we will learn about best seafood New Zealand has to offer and how to properly prep and cook 
a variety of dishes. After a demonstration from the chef instructor, the group will participate in a hands-on class 
where lunch will be prepared by the group and then we’ll enjoy the results.  
 
That evening we will enjoy a traditional dinner in the style of the native culture of New Zealand – Maori.  
(All activities included. No added expenses.) 
 
 
 



	
	 	

Day 3  
 

Today we head to the historic villages along the Matakana Coast – Puhoi and Matakana are two of the most 
quaint and charming towns, just North of Auckland, and offer scenic landscapes, sweeping views, bespoke 
boutiques and exceptional cuisine. This extremely fertile area is home to orchards, gardens and vineyards that 
line the roadsides.  

We’ll begin our day with a large producer of New Zealand’s prized Manuka honey. We then go to a ceramic 
studio where everyone will learn about New Zealand pottery making and be able to make and decorate your own 
mug. After the pottery class, we’ll have a wine tasting lunch at a boutique winery and sculpture trail that 
overlooks Snell’s Beach.  

We then travel to the village of Puhoi to stop in at an artisanal cheese producer and a visit the oldest pub in New 
Zealand. On our way back to Auckland, we’ll stop at Orewa beach to watch the sunset and enjoy fish & chips on 
the beach. A traditional family dining experience in this area. (All activities included. No added expenses.) 

 

 
 

 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	

Day 4  
 

Today you have the morning to explore Auckland, do some shopping and spend time as you wish around 
the area. Chef Simon will lead a brief walking tour around the harbour area and point out some of his 
favorite places.  
 
In the late afternoon we will meet back at the hotel to go on a sunset cruise around the harbour and 
dinner. (Additional cost for this day: Activities/transportation during free time in Auckland, lunch in 
Auckland.) 
 



	 	

Day 5 
 

Waiheke Island is often called The Hamptons of New Zealand. This exclusive island is home to many vineyards, 
unique shopping, olive groves and oyster farms. Today we will take a ferry to Waiheke where we will enjoy wine 

tastings, a trip to the olive oil estate, lunch at a scenic vineyard and a taste of the islands famous oysters. 

After lunch, we go to Oneroa Village where you’ll have to visit the local sculptor and jewellery makers in the local art 
galleries, browse the boutique shops or try an incredible handcrafted gelato alongisde the beach. We will take the 

ferry back to Auckland where, that evening, you are free to dine at the restaurant of your choice in Auckland. 
(Additional cost for this day: Personal expenses during excursion. Dinner & Transportation in Auckland.) 

	



	
	
	
	 	

Day 6  
 
It’s market day in Matakana and we’re headed there to shop the amazing produce, gourmet fare and handmade goods 
that make this one of the most popular farmers markets in the country. From award-winning coffee, to mouth-
watering brunch dishes, there’s plenty to sample and savour. You can also visit nearby Matakana village for stylish 
boutiques, galleries and artisanal products. Also, enjoy lunch as you browse the market and the village. 

Later, we will pick up our pottery that we made earlier in the week and also visit another pottery and ceramic center 
that offers exquisite craftsmanship. We then head to two favorite wineries. The first is known for their incredible 
beachside views and the other for Italian-style wines. On the way back to Auckland we stop in at Chef Simon’s favorite 
ice cream shop for a sweet treat.  

That evening, you are free to dine at the restaurant of your choice in Auckland. (Additional cost for this day: Personal 
expenses during excursion. Lunch in Matakana. Dinner & Transportation in Auckland.) 



	
	
	 	

Day 7 
 

On this day there are no planned group excursions. Spend the day enjoying the incredible views and amazing 
scenery of Auckland. 
 

You are free to plan your own excursion, relax at the hotel or stroll through town.  
 

Other possible activities include a return to any of the places we visited earlier in the week or any of the following:  
Sky Tower 
Horseback riding on the beach 
Sheep herding facility 
Black sand beaches & winery 
 
In the early evening we will gather for our farewell dinner. (Additional cost: Added excursions, lunch, personal 
expenses.) 
 

 



	
	
	

Day 8 – Depart from Auckland 
 
Everyone checks out of the hotel by 11am. We’ll have a final breakfast in the hotel restaurant. We 
encourage everyone to visit other parts of New Zealand after leaving Auckland. You must see more of 
this amazing country while you are there. (Transportation to Auckland airport is provided. Assistance 
with travel to other destinations is available.) 
 

TRIP IS PLANNED FOR JANUARY 2021. PLEASE INQUIRE FOR EXACT DATES. 
 

Upon reservation, recommendations will be made for airline reservations & individual travel needs. 
 

Maximum number of guests in group is 12.  
 

Please be advised, this tour requires a great deal of walking and some areas that involve uneven terrain.   
It is not advised for those with limited mobility or have difficulty walking. 

 

7300 NZD per person includes double occupancy accommodations, group excursions, transport to/from 
Auckland airport, group meals and other designated group activities.  

Airfare not included. Does not include some meals, as indicated in itinerary.  
Additional fee for single occupancy/solo travelers. Please inquire for details. 

 

Cost in USD is calculated at current exchange rate. At publication 0.66 USD/1.00 NZD = $4800 USD.  
Final price will be calculated based on exchange rate at time of trip, plus 2% for bank fees. 

 

$2000 deposit due upon reservation, per person.  
$500 nonrefundable service charge for cancellation, per person. 

Balance due 120 days from departure.  Cancellation after balance is paid is 100% non-refundable.  
Participants are advised to purchase travel insurance. Additional payment/cancellation details provided in travel agreement. 

 

For Questions & Reservations Contact: 
Christine Gardner 

903-922-9209 or 903-729-9500 
Christine@saborapasion.com 

 
Itinerary is subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances. When changes occur, we work to achieve the same level of service and offer 

better or similar excursions. 
	


